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MUSEUM OF COMPARATIVE ZOOLOGY 


NEWSLETTER E- 
No. 7 


November 1966 


From the Director 


The Museum's application to the 
National Science Foundation for a 
subsidy toward the construction and 
equipment of the new wing was sub- 
mitted early in July. The finan- 
cing of this wing Is a formidable 
task, but this will be the first 

new construction to be undertaken 
since 1889. As now planned the Fish 
Department and most of the Insect 
Department will move into the new 
wing, but the primary purpose of the 
addition will be to have facilities 
available for the study of animal 
behavior and many of the auxiliary 
branches of evolutionary biology. 

At present there are virtually no 
facilities for experimental research, 
and those for graduate students and 
visiting workers are overcrowded 

and inadequate. 


As to the Concord Field Station, 
work Is progressing to convert the 
Nike site in Bedford into a labora- 
tory and living quarters for a super- 
Intendent. Under the chairmanship 
of Mr. Lawrence Terry, a committee 
Is actively engaged in raising funds 
to acquire land and eventually an 
endowment. The Ford Foundatton has 
given a matching fund of $150,000 
for land acquisition, and $100,000 
to capitalize maintenance. By next 
spring there should be a good deal 
of research and teaching activity at 
our new Station. 


Ernst Mayr 


Museum Courses and Students 


There are now 35 graduate students 
"residing" In the Museum, and en- 
rollment in Museum courses has 
reached unprecedented figures. In 
Drs. Mayr and Simpson's advanced 
evolution course (Biology 248), 
hopefully limited to 12, a total of 
54 students and auditors turned up 
at the first session. Or. Fell's 
Freshman Seminar, on the Blology of 
the Sea Floor, has over 30 students. 


A new course, Biology of the Inver- 
tebrates (Biology 10a) is being 
offered this fall. It is under the 
direction of Dr. Herbert Levi, but 
with some of the lectures being 
given by other Museum personnel as 
the subject matter touches on their 
special Interests. A similar course 
In vertebrate zoology (Biology |0b) 
is planned for the spring. 


Honorary Degrees 


Honorary Doctor of Science degrees 
were awarded to Ernst Mayr by 

Oxford University, to George Gaylord 
Simpson by York University in Toronto, 
Canada, and to Harold J. Coolldge, 
Associate in Mammalogy, by Seoul 
National University In Korea. 
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More Honors 


There was a general exodus from 
this Museum on October 26-28th to 
New Haven, Conn., for the centennial 
celebration of the Peabody Museum 
of Natural History at Yale Univer- 
sity. The Interesting program in- 
cluded the presentation of the 
Addison Emery Verrill Medal to five 
outstanding scientists, two of whom 
came from the M.C.Z.--Dr. Mayr and 
Or. Simpson. We congratulate them, 
as we do all of our award winners. 


Dr. Alfred S. Romer received the 
third annual medal award of the 
Paleontological Society at-its 
meeting in San Francisco this month. 


Dr. H. B. Bigelow received the 
Compass Distinguished Achievement 
Award for significant contributions 
to the Art and Science of Marine 
Technology. We would like to add 
another honor to Dr. Bigelow by 
recognizing that he, at 87, has been 
associated actively with this Museum 
longer than any other person in its 
history--four years as a graduate 
student and 6! years as a staff 
member. 


Dr. Tilly Edinger represented the 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences 
at the Inquguration of the new pres- 
ident of Wellesley College, Miss 

Ruth M. Adams, on October !4. Or. 
Edinger is one of the few people who 
holds a Wellesley College doctorate 
(of Science, Honorary, 1950) and the 
only Fellow of the Academy so 
honored. The outdoor ceremony was 
especially pleasant because of the 
vivid fall colors in the brilliant 
October sun. The academic procession 
had 125 delegates marching in caps 
and gowns, with the Academy, founded 
in 1780, twelfth in line and Harvard 
first! 


At the closing plenary session of 
the General Assembly of the Inter- 
national Union for Conservation of 
Nature, Or. H. J. Coolidge was 
elected president of the Union-- 
its first American president in 
eighteen years of existence. The 
Union has a large assignment In 
developing a world plan for conser- 
vation, including the strengthening 
of the ecological approach to land 
use planning as well as the taking 
of stronger measures to slow down 
the pollution of our natural envir- 
onment. 


Dr. Mayr has been appointed Honorary 
Assoclate of the Smithsonian Trop- 
ical Research Institute. 


Robert McDowell, a graduate student 
from New Zealand, received the 
Stoye Award for the best paper in 
ichthyology at the last meeting of 
the American Society of Ichthyolo- 
gists and Herpetologists. 


The Agassiz Room 


Last winter a remodeling of the 
Agassiz Room was tes in thiough the 
munificence of Mrs. Gcrdon C. Prince, 
granddaughter of Alexander Agassiz, 
and Dr. H. B. Bigelow. The kitchen 
unit was modernized, along with 
other structural changes, and Mrs. 
Prince completely refurnished the 
room in a most attractive and com- 
fortable way. Additions to the 

room include four panels, on each 
side of which are hung pictures o1 
the Museum building at various 
stages in Its past as wel! as pic- 
tures of past directors and curators. 
(You are not there unless you have 
officially retired or died!) These 
pictures were selected and arranged 
by Mrs. Romer and Mrs. Evans, and 
cleaned and hung by Mr. Joe O'Leary, 
who is the Museum's exhibit prepar- 
ator. At press time, the pictures 
are awaiting their labels. 
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In the Field 


Last summer saw its usual large mi- 
gration of Museum staff and students 
from Cambridge to many parts of the 
world in a never-ending quest for 
more research data. 


Central and South America (on and 
off shore) seem to lure the greatest 
number of MCZ people, and the most 
fascinating report we received 

was from Dr. Ernest Williams about 
his lizard collecting trip to 
Panama and Brazil from July 24 to 
September 22. Readers should hear 
the report directly from Dr. 
Williams (for all the savory local 
color as only he can relate it), 
but here are a few highlights: 


A 0C3 flight from Belém to Man4os 
wes "low enough to really see the 
Amazon which is not a river in 

the ordinary sense but something of 
another order of magnitude". 


In Rio, DOr. Williams visited 
Lewellyn Price and looked at his 
"giant crocodiles and turtles, and 
the Itaborai lizards and snakes, 
the latter Paleocene and very im- 
portant but still unstudied. (Dick 
Estes will collaborate with Price 
working them up)", 


In Espirito Santo he visited the 
coastal forest of Brazil in a cold 
rain (still winter though well 
north of the Tropic of Capricorn). 
At Cabo Frio In a narrow zone on 
the white sands along the sea, he 
found the northernmost record of a 
lizard genus commonest in Pata- 
gonia and especially Chile. 


On the flight from S80 Paulo to 
Brasilia, Dr. Williams passed over 
typical Brazilian savannah, which 
was full of scattered knarled trees, 
at that time of year full of blooms 
of all colors. 


Naercio Menezes, a student in the 
Fish Department, is still in Brazil 
collecting in the Amazon River area. 


Dr. William L. Brown, Associate in 
Entomology, expects to spend the 
early part of 1967 in South America 
(Argentina, Brazil, Peru, and 
Columbia) mainly to collect live 
ants for chromosome work. Mean- 
while, he is working here at the 
Museum=--on leave from Cornell. 


Roger Thomas, a student in Inverte- 
brate Paleontology, spent June and 
July with Or. George Clarke off the 
coast of Chile and Peru running a 
bathphotometer in bioluminescence 
studies, and visited some of Darwin's 
localities, Including the Coquimbo 
rudistids (reef-building clams). 


John Alcock, a student in Ornithology, 
spent July and ‘August in Trinidad 
conducting experiments on fork- 
tailed flycatchers and silver- 

beaked tanagers in studies of the 
evolution of mimicry and of the abil- 
ity of birds to learn from the 
experiences of other birds. 


George Gorman, a student in Herpe- 
tology, was In Trinidad, the Lésser 
Antilles, and finally Puerto Rico 
and HaltI collecting I|izards (anoles) 
both for his own research and 

for that of a fellow student, Tom 
Schoener. Dave Norton took lizard 
temperatures in Puerto Rico and 
collected anoles for George in the 
Virgin Islands. 


Dr. A. M. Chickering, Associate in 
Arachnology, has just returned fre~ 
a profitable spider collecting trip 
to nine of the West Indies--bringing 
back thousands of specimens, which 
he Is now rapidly sorting. 
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More Field Studies 


Dr. Ruth Turner and Or. Robert 
Robertson participated in a cruise 
of the Atlantis || between Bermuda 
and Woods Hole. Or. Turner also 
spent two weeks in Puerto Rico 
where she used SCUBA equipment to 
explore some offshore reefs and to 
collect mollusks. 


As to the rest of the world: 

Dr. Kummel collected ammonites in 
Afganistan, and Or. Joseph Rosewater, 
now of the U.S.N.M., formerly in 
Mollusks, has just returned from 
western Australia. 


Bryan Patterson, accompanied by 

M. J. Tippett of the Museum staff, 
R. Ce Wood, V. J. Maglio and J. H. 
Wahlert, graduate students, and 
Peter Parks of Yale, returned to 
Kenya in June to the early Pleis-~ 
tocene deposits discovered in 1965 
In southeastern Turkana. Many 

new fossils collected added greatly 
to the knowledge of various forms-- 
some Kncewn previously only in 
fragments. Various studies of this 
area, including revised potassium/ 
argon dating, seem to indicate that 
the lacustrine sediments containing 
these fossils were deposited wel | 
before Olduvai Bed |. Dis- 
appointingly, no more hominids 

were found (as there had been in 
1965). "A negative accomp! ishment-- 
there are such--was the demonstra- 
tion that the primitive-looking 
stone tools found in some abun- 
dance on the surface are of much 
later age than the deposits 
containing the [Pleistocene] fauna. 


Dr. John Lawrence, who specializes 
in beetles which to the naked eye 
resemble small mouse pellets but 
under magnification become "horned 
monsters", spent three months in 
Europe (London, Paris, Brussels, 
Geneva and Vienna) studying almost 
400 types. 


Or. Frank Carpenter spent part of 
the summer in Moscow studying at 

the Institute of Paleontology, where 
there is a marvelous and enormous 
collection of fossil insects, mostly 
undescribed as yet. 


Merrill Foster, a student jin Inver- 
tebrate Paleontology, is flying to 
New Zealand in mid-December, where 

he will join the USNS Eltanin en 
route to Antarctica in order to 

study brachiopods dredged mainly from 
areas around McMurdo Sound and the 
Ross Sea. He also hopes to collect 
in New Zealand before returning. 


Book Notes 


Harvard University Press has recently 
published The Comparative Ethology 
and Evolution of the Sand Wasps, by 
Howard E. Evans. If you prefer 
something lighter, however, try the 
December issue of Harper's for "The 
Intellectual and Emotional World 


of the Cockroach", also by Dr. Evans. 


The new edition of Vertebrate Pale- 
ontology, by Alfred S. Romer, was 
scheduled for publication Jast May, 
but has not yet appeared--"to the 
irritation of the author and others". 


Dr. Mayr has about completed the 
manuscript of the revised edition 
of the Mayr-Linsley-Usinger volume, 
but, printing conditions being what 
they are, it may be a year or more 
before the new edition will be 
available. 


Dr. H. B. Fell is writing a book to 
explain, with support based on 
evidence from living and fossil in- 
vertebrates, a theory of the changlng 
orientation of the earth's climatic 
zones with time. 
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Other Research Notes 


Dr. Elizabeth Deichmann stayed 
"home" last summer to work on the 
reports of the holothurians from 
the Gulf of Guinea--using material 
from the recent Pillsbury Expedi- 
tion to that region, as well as 
material accumulated over the years 
in the Museum of Copenhagen. 


Dr. Deichmann also reports that 
Miss Charlene Long has been identi- 
fying Hadley Harbor polychaetes for 
a projected Woods Hole report. 


Another recent Woods Hole in- 
habitant was Dr. Robert Robertson, 
who is studying gastropods. 


Dr. Simpson is currently studying, 
among other things, "a queer little 
South American fossil variously 
called Microtragulus or Argyrolagus, 
so puzzling that it has been called 
a deer, a rodent, a rabbit, and a 
marsupial. It is a marsupial, 

but not the kind of marsupial 
previously believed." 


Over a year and a half ago, if you 
remember, seven boxes of Argentine 
Triassic fossil reptiles were seized 
from Dr. Romer's expedition by the 
governor of the province of La Rioja 
in Argentina. Last May, Dr. Romer 
reports, they were turned over to 
friends in La Plata but were not 
shipped until early November because 
of the upset in University affairs 
caused by the government upheavel in 
Argentina in June. They should be 
here well before Christmas. Mean- 
while, preparation of specimens in 
the one box in hand is advancing, 
showing excellent material of half a 
dozen or so new types of reptiles. 


Dr. Andrew Weaver, Associate in Inver- 


tebrates, Is on leave from Wooster 
College and while at the MCZ is 
raising copepods at different temper- 
atures. 


Miss Barbara Lawrence Is gid ro 
bones recovered by Shind Sadek- 


Kooros from an archaeological site 

in the Beaver Head Mountalns of 
Idaho. These bones are of the oldest 
dated domestic dog (10,000 B.f. by 
carbon !4), and are especially 
interesting as domestic dogs are 
considered to have originated in 
western Europe and Asia Minor. 


Dr. Gordon E. Gates of the Univer- 
sity of Maine in Orono and an 
Associate in Invertebrates spent 
several weeks at the Museum re- 
cently continuing his work on 
earthworms, a group he has studied 
since 1922. His system on the 
Classification of Megafriles has 
been computerized with considerable 
success by Curator Sims at the 
British Museum. 


Drs. Clench and Boss, while 
collecting fresh-water mollusks 

in Virginia, "rediscovered" the rare 
"Unio collinus" of Conrad in the 
James River. This species is 
peculiar in that It bears spines 

on the posterior slope of its 
valves. 


Mr. Sam Fuller, reports Dr. Turner, 
is working on the study of the 
effects of pollution with Dr. 
Patrick's program in the Limnology 
Department at the Academy of Natural 
Sciences of Philadelphia. 


The Marine Invertebrate section is 
carrying out a modest but interes- 
ting boating program in Boston 
harbor--thanks largely to the in- 
spiration of an undergraduate, 
James F. Clark. The vessel Is used 
in surveys of the Massachusetts 

bay sea floor, both as training for 
students and as a research program 
(supported by the Milton Fund). 
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Congresses and Meetings 


The Pacific Science Congress in Tokyo, 
Japan, was attended by Dr. Bernhard 
Kummel, Curator of Invertebrate 
Paleontology, as well as a number 

of ex-students from the Department 

of Mollusks. These included Dr. 

Yoshi Kondo of the Bishop Museum in 
Hawail who is presently on an expedi- 
tion to Juan Fernandez Island, Dr. 
Harald Rehder of the U.S.N.M. who will 
be going to the Marquesas Islands, 

and Dr. Donald McMichael of the 
Australian Museum In Sydney who is on 
an expedition to One Tree Island in 
Swains Reef area of Queensland. 


Dr. Mayr and Mr. Francois Vuilleumier, 
a graduate student, attended the 
Ornithological Congress in Oxford, 
England. 


The Fish Department was well rep- 
resented at the 1965 meeting of the 
American Society of Ichthyologists 
and Herpetologists in Miami, Florida. 
Present were Dr. Giles Mead, Mrs. 
Myvanwy Dick, and four students 

who presented papers--John Musick, 
Basil Nafpaktitis, William O'Day, 

and Robert McDowel! (previously 
mentioned in "Honors" section). 


When the British Association met in 
Nottingham, England, this summer, 
Dr. A. S. Romer was present to bring 
greetings from the AAAS, of which 

he is currently president. He also 
attended a meeting of vertebrate 
paleontologists in Edinburgh. 


Dr. W. J. Clench and Dr. K. J. Boss 
attended the American Malacological 
Union meeting in Chapel Hill, N. C. 
in August. 


Dr. Ruth Turner gave lectures and 
attended meetings at the Naval Civil 
Engineering Laboratory in Port 
Hueneme, Calif., and at the American 
Museum of Natural History. 


Lectures Here and There 


If Dr. Romer seems a bit hoarse, 

it may be because, aside from attend- 
ing various meetings during his six 
week trip to Europe, he gave talks 

at the Universities of Oslo, New- 
castle and Oxford, to the London 
Zoological Society, and a Hooker 
lecture to the Linnean Society of 
London. 


Dr. Simpson lectured on Founder's 
Day at Dickinson College, which was 
established in 1773 by Or. Benjamin 
Rush (1745-1813), American physiclan 
and patriot. 


Dr. Neai Powell, of the National 
Museum of Canada at Ottawa, visited 
the Museum's Department of Marine 
Invertebrates, and gave a lecture 
and laboratory seminar on Bryozoa. 


Dr. Fell contributed (a lecture on 
biogeography) to a seminar organ- 
ized by the Office of Naval Research 
at the University of Rhode Island 
for naval reserve scientists on 
problems of sea floor biology. He 
also lectured at Woods Hole on the 
history of Atlantic currents. 


Dr. John Lawrence,on what was primar- 
ily a collecting trip in Louisiana 
and Florida, gave a lecture at 
Southern University in Baton Rouge 

on host preference in fungus insects. 


HHEKKK 


Dr. Philip Darlington is looking for 
Speakers at future meetings of the 
Natural History Seminar. He would 
like especially to balance the 
program with some talks on land and 
freshwater vertebrates. If you 

have any suggestions (or volunteers), 
please contact Dr. Darlington 
(UN8-7600, Extension 2464). 
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Additions and Subtractions 


William White Howells, Professor 
of Anthropology at Harvard and 
member of the Faculty of the 
Peabody Museum of Archaeology and 
Ethnology, has been named as a 
member of the Faculty of the 
Museum. He replaces Dr. Romer, 
who has retired. 


Dr. John H. Dearborn, who was a 
post-doctoral fellow, is now 
Assistant Professor of Zoology 

at the University of Maine in 
Orono. He maintains his contacts 
here, however, by continuing his 
work on echinoderms from Antarc- 
tica and western South America. 


Basil Nafpaktitis will leave here 
in December to join the staff at 
the University of Southern 
California. 


Miss Vida Kenk, having completed her 
thesis In mollusks, has taken a 
teaching position at San Jose 
College in California. 


Craig B. Wood is a new graduate 
student in Vertebrate Paleontology 
from the University of Wyoming. 


Or. Paynter has a new son, R. A. 
Paynter II! and Robert Jenkins, 
another ornithologist, has a baby 
GtTh. 


Dr. E. Nevo, Research Fellow in 
Biclogy, has just left for Israel, 
after completing a fascinating piece 
of research on the geographic 
variation of isolating mechanisms 

in frogs. 


Museum Shop 


Christmas Is coming, and if you are 
looking for unusual gifts and stock- 
ing stuffers, may we suggest that 

you visit the Museum Shop. There 

you will find gemstones of every hue, 
many kinds of fossils and shells, ed- 
ucational games, and a wide selection 
of books--to mention only a few of 
the possibilities. 


Eibrary Changes 


Changes In the library, while con- 
fusing to many at present, will, it 
is hoped, lead to improved shelving 
and working arrangements for all. 
Room 209L, the old store room, has 
been cleaned out, painted and equipped 
with stacks which have brightly 
colored end panels. By far the 
cheeriest room at this point, it now 
houses the geology, travel and paleo- 
zoology books and journals (formerly 
in 2090). 


As a result of this major move, other 
sections of the library are in the 
process of being cleaned and shifted 
to allow for future expansion. So, 
If you cannot find your favorite 
books and journals, please consult 
with one of the librarians, who will 
show you to the new and better !o- 
cation. 


Or. Mayr has asked me to take on the 
editing of this newsletter (the 
seventh since Dr. Mayr became Direc- 
tor) to give Lorna Levi a rest, and 

| herewith offer you my first 

attempt with apologies for the evi- 
dent inexperience. | would like to 
thank all who have helped me with 
this issue, and to encourage the 

rest of you, whom | -cannot contact, 
to send in news for another (hope- 
fully!) newsletter. Former students 
especially take note! Also, we would 
welcome ideas on how to make this 

a better publication. Address: 
M.C.Z., Harvard University, Cambridge, 
Mass., 02138. 


Incidentally, my husband and | are 
working on a biography of Dr. William 
Morton Wheeler, "the ant man", and 

we would appreciate hearing from any 
of you who could help us with this-- 
with recollections, stories, letters, 
etc. Thank you. 


Mary Alice Evans 
(Mrs. H. E.) 
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Gone But Not Forgotten 


100 Years Ago 


On August 8, 1966, Prof. and Mrs. 
Louis Agassiz and company returned 
from a 14-month trip of exploration 
and collecting in and around the 
Amazon River. The Museum was vir- 
tually inundated with specimens, 
especially fish. 


The Annual Report for 1866 contains 
a lengthy and detailed report on 
the Brazillian expedition, and be- 
low are a few quotations from the 
Director, Louis Agassiz. 


"With all these accumulated treasures 
safely under our roof, my first duty 
is to make every possible exertion 
for their preservation, Till we 

shall have the means to work them 

up, to classify them equally ac- 
cessible for special scientific 
gratification and improvement of 
casual visitors who daily come to 

the Museum," 


"! have fostered certain branches 
of Natural History in our Museum 
to the disadvantage of others, and 
1 have done this intentionally, 
anu | think it is a mistake for 
establishments of this kind to 
repeat each other. They should 
rather aim at filling each other's 
blank spaces." 


"If | am ambitious for our Museum at 
Cambridge, Itt is only that it 
should aim at a high order of In- 
tellectual work, and in so far do 
ifs share In ralsing the standard 
of a liberal culture. If some are 
inclined to criticize the costli- 
ness of such establishments, | 

can only answer, that it is with 
museums as with all living things; 
what has vitality must grow. When 
Museums cease to grow, and conse- 
quently to demand ever-increasing 
means, their usefulness is on the 
decline." 


50 Years Ago 


To quote from the Annual! Report for 
1916-17, written by Samuel Henshaw, 
Director: 

"The permanent staff of the Museum has 
been strengthened by the appointment 
of Mr. Nathan Banks as Curator of In- 
sects." 


"Dr. H. B. Bigelow prepared two re- 
ports, one on the Medusae and siphon- 
ophores collected by the Bache in the 
western Atlantic, and a second on the 
results of the 1916 cruise of the 
Grampus." 


"Colonel John E. Thayer, to whose 
previous generosity the Museum Is 
indebted for many holographic letters 
and original drawings of Alexander 
Wilson and J. J. Audubon, has given 
additional Wilson drawings and also 
the gun that belonged to Wilson." 


"Mr. William Brewster has transferred 
from his private collection a number 
of North American birds of greatest 
rarity. His gift includes specimens 
of the Californi@ condor, Heath Hen, 
and two Labrador Ducks,...Long ex- 
tinct, the Labrador Duck is probably 
the most valuable of all North 
American birds;...the species was 
previously unrepresented in the 
Museum," 


25 Years Ago 


Director Thomas Barbour, in his re- 
port for 1940-1941, noted two deaths: 
Samuel Henshaw (1852-1941) and James 
H. Blake (1854-1941). Or. Barbour 
spoke of Mr. Blake as the last sur- 
viving person "who was either a stu- 
dent or employee of Louls Agassiz, and 
he was both." He also paid tribute 
to his talent by saying that "the 
exquisite beauty of his paintings and 
drawings has illustrated many of the 
Bulletins and Memoirs of this 
Museum." 
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